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Egypt-US relations foster stability in the 

Middle East region
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi’s official visit to the United States (1-6 April 2017) 

turned over a new leaf in bilateral relations. During the six-day visit, President Sisi 
held talks with US President Donald Trump on means of enhancing bilateral ties 
alongside a host of Arab issues, topped by the Palestinian issue and the conditions in 
Syria and Libya. The talks tackled joint and international efforts to counter terrorism 
and extremism. President Sisi also held meetings with US Secretary of State Rex W. 
Tillerson, Defense Secretary James Mattis as well as a number of Senate and Congress 
members and heads of US companies. While in Washington, President Sisi had talks 
with Jordanian King Abdullah II  on the Palestinian-Israeli peace process.

Talks between Sisi and Trump  were so constructive and that the visit was a chance to 
cement relations and partnership between the two countries just as the US President 
asserted. The visit  injected fresh warmth following the 30 June 2013 Revolution. It also 
put bilateral relationship back on its natural track. Trump had stressed Washington’s 
commitment to support Egypt in its fight against terrorism. US secretary of state 
asserted that the defeat of Daesh was a main priority for the new US administration 
as far as its policy in the region is concerned, and that Egypt was a main partner and 
a main state in the region.

The visit also opened new vistas for investments for US companies and economic 
cooperation. Egypt is a major gateway to the whole African market. Investing in Egypt 
offers the advantage of being able to benefit from agreements that offer access to huge 
numbers of consumers in African and Arab markets. In this framework, Egypt could 
serve as a major base for manufacturing or assembling US products that could then be 
exported to African and Asian markets. Egypt’s strategic location at the intersection 
between three regions (the Middle East, North Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa) and 
its large resources in highly qualified and inexpensive manpower make it ideal for this 
purpose. The US provides military aid worth 1.3 billion dollars for Egypt to upgrade 
the efficiency of the Egyptian army, in addition to economic assistance and cultural 
exchange programs between the two peoples. Egypt continues to play an important 
role and Washington is committed to support it. 

This special issue of “Letter from Cairo”  is devoted to the Sisi-Trump Summit as it 
offers in-depth coverage of this historic visit. 

Editorial
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President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi and 
US President Donald Trump held 
their summit talks at the Oval Office 
at the White House. The two leaders 
first held a tete-a-tete session of 
talks that was followed by a plenary 
session. Members of the US and 
Egyptian delegations attended the 
plenary session. President Sisi arrived 
in Washington on his first official visit 
to the US since Trump assumed office 
on January 20. 

US President Donald Trump 
expressed his deep welcome and 
appreciation for Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, saying the US 
and Egypt will fight terrorism together. 
At the start of the two leaders’ talks at 
the Oval Office, Trump said they will 
be friends for a long time and that he 
is looking forward for extended and 
strong relations. For his part, Sisi told 
Trump he had a deep appreciation for 
his unique personality since he met 
him in September 2016, especially 
with regard to fighting terrorism that 
kills innocents, destroys peoples and 
intimidates those who are secured. He 
stressed Egypt’s support for Trump to 
carry out his strategy in eliminating 
terrorism. Talks between the two 

Sisi, Trump agreed on resuming 

Egyptian-US strategic dialogue

leaders continued during a banquet 
held by Trump in honor of Sisi. 

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry 
said that President Sisi and his US 
counterpart Donald Trump agreed on 
resuming the Egyptian-US strategic 
dialogue, adding the two presidents 
were also keen on activating 
bilateral cooperation and mutual 
understanding of the challenges 

Egyptian, US leaders held summit talks at White House

US President Donald Trump greets President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi.
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faced by both countries. Shoukry 
highlighted the importance of the 
expanded round of talks between the 
two presidents, saying talks reflected 
Trump’s keenness on supporting Egypt 
at the political, economic and security 
levels at the current stage and his 
appreciation of Egypt’s terrorism-
combat efforts.

Trump was also interested in 
President Sisi’s initiative to renew 
religious dialogue as well as Egypt’s 
economic reforms program, the top 
diplomat said. The technical, economic 
and security apparatuses in both 
countries will work on activating 
strategic dialogue and will refer 
their recommendations to the two 
presidents for approval and for laying 
down executive mechanisms, Shoukry 
said. Trump voiced his desire to visit 

Egypt and Sisi re-invited him to visit 
Egypt, Shoukry noted.

As for the Palestinian cause, 
referred to by Sisi as the “problem of 
the century,” President Sisi reviewed 
Cairo’s viewpoint regarding the 
two-state solution, citing Egypt’s 
own experience in stabilizing peace, 
Shoukry said. As for Libya, the foreign 
minister said Sisi reviewed Egypt’s 
vision for a roadmap that would enable 
Egypt to deal with the political crisis 
in Libya, noting that the plan was 
approved earlier in the day by the 
Egyptian House of Representatives. 
Talks also addressed the developments 
in Syria and Egypt’s readiness to help, 
being a party that had never been 
involved in the war there, Shoukry 
concluded.

President Donald Trump walks with President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi at the White House.
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A White House statement issued 
on April 3 noted that US President 
Trump and President Sisi agreed 
to continue coordinating military, 
diplomatic, and political efforts 
to defeat terrorism.  Both leaders 
recognized that terrorism cannot be 
defeated solely by military force and 
pledged to explore ways to address 
the economic, social, political, and 
ideological factors that fuel terrorism.  
President Trump applauded President 
Sisi’s courageous efforts to promote 
moderate understanding of Islam, and 
the leaders agreed on the necessity 
of recognizing the peaceful nature of 
Islam and Muslims around the world.

A statement issued on March 28 
by the press secretary on the visit of 
Sisi said that US President Donald J. 
Trump looks forward to welcoming 
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi for an 

White House statement lauds Sisi’s courageous efforts 

to promote moderate understanding of Islam

official visit to Washington on April 
3, adding that Trump and Sisi will 
use the visit to build on the positive 
momentum they have built for the 
United States-Egypt relationship 
and will discuss a range of bilateral 
and regional issues, including how 
to defeat ISIS and pursue peace and 
stability in the region.

A White House statement issued 
prior to President Sisi’s visit praised 
Sisi for waging a vigorous war 
against terrorists and making efforts 
to strengthen Egypt’s economy. 
“President Al Sisi has taken a number 
of bold steps since becoming president 
in 2014, including calling for the 
reform and moderation of Islamic 
discourse and initiating courageous 
and historic economic reforms,” the 
statement read.

US President Donald Trump shakes hands with  President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi in the Oval Office of the White 
House in Washington, US, April 3, 2017.
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Hundreds of Egyptians living in the US organized a rally in support of Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi outside the White House in Washington for his 
policies that are aimed at achieving stability, security and economic development 
in Egypt. The rally came as President Sisi and his US counterpart Donald Trump 
were meeting at the Oval Office at the White House. The protesters raised Egypt’s 
flags and pictures of the two leaders while chanting nationalist songs. They 
were also chanting the slogan “Long Live Egypt”. They also raised banners that 
denounce violence and terrorism. A number of Egyptian members of parliament, 
young politicians and media figures participated in the rally. The protesters said 
they came from all over the US to support Sisi’s efforts to bring about security, 
stability, economic and social reform, unity, and social peace. 

Sisi supporters rally outside White House

Sisi’s supporters stage rallies in Washington DC.
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President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
met with US Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson in Washington.  President Sisi 
voiced his optimism over the return 
of strategic US-Egyptian relations 
to their right course that is based 
on achieving common goals. He also 
voiced happiness over the outcome 
of  talks with US President Donald 
Trump. Sisi asserted Egypt’s keenness 
on consolidating cooperation with the 
US which constitutes a cornerstone for 
security and stability in the Middle 
East. He also hoped for the US to step 
up efforts in the coming period to help 
restore stability to the Middle East 
and settle crises in some countries 

Important political & strategic 
meetings in Sisi’s US Visit

Sisi optimistic over return of Egypt-US 
strategic relations to right course

of the region. Sisi also 
called for pushing 
ahead efforts to revive 
the peace process 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians, reviewing 
Egypt’s moves in this 
regard.

The top US diplomat, 
for his part, welcomed 

Sisi’s visit to Washington, stressing 
the new US administration’s support 
for Egypt and its people as well as 
efforts to counter terrorism and 
achieve economic development. 
Tillerson hailed the Trump-Sisi 
talks as “constructive and positive”, 
asserting that he will work on 
following up the outcome of this 
meeting and coordinating with the 
Egyptian side to achieve the new 
leap in bilateral relations.  On the 
region, he lauded Egypt’s efforts to 
settle political crises in the Middle 
East, especially the Libyan crisis. 
He added he was looking forward 
to boosting consultation regarding 
the peace process between Israel 
and the Palestinians.

Following his meeting with US secretary of state:

US Secretary of State Tillerson meets President Sisi.
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President Sisi, US defense secretary discuss military cooperation

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi  met with 
US Defense Secretary James Mattis at the 
headquarters of the Pentagon. President Sisi had 
a plenary session of talks with the US defense 
secretary and several US military leaders on 
boosting military cooperation between the two 
countries that helped to maintain peace and 
stability in the region. The two sides voiced 
keenness on promoting military cooperation in 
the coming stage in order to face unprecedented 
challenges in the Middle East region and the whole 
world. The meeting also took up regional and 
international challenges, particularly counter-
terrorism. The President stressed the necessity 
of intensifying international efforts to dry up the 
resources of terrorism in order to eradicate it and 
put an end to the peoples’ sufferings.

The two sides also discussed conditions in the Middle East region. The President 
called for exerting more efforts to settle current crises in the region and eradicate 
terrorism, underlining Egypt’s firm stance towards regional crises and the necessity 
of preserving regional safety and rebuilding state institutions.

During the meeting, Mattis stressed the importance of Egypt’s crucial role in 
the Middle East region and its stances to shore up stability and resolve crises in 
the region. He also pledged his country’s full support for Egypt’s efforts in this 
regard. The US defense secretary said he will visit Cairo soon to continue talks on 
boosting existing military cooperation between the two countries.

 US administration pays great attention to promoting relations 
with Egypt

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi stressed that military cooperation is the 
cornerstone of relations between Egypt and the USA.  Sisi made the remarks in 
a meeting with US National Security Adviser Herbert McMaster. The President 
stressed that promoting Cairo-Washington military cooperation will achieve 
the common interests of the two countries and allow the two countries to face 
the Middle East's unprecedented challenges. He stressed Egypt’s keenness 
on promoting relations with the US as a strategic partner, especially after the 
positive and fruitful discussions in a meeting between Sisi and US President 
Donald Trump. McMaster, for his part, welcomed Sisi’s visit, stressing that the 
US administration pays great attention to promoting relations with Egypt at all 
levels. He hailed Egypt’s serious efforts to combat terrorism and Sisi's keenness 
to confront extremism.

US Secretary of Defense Mattis and President 
Sisi at the Pentagon.
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Sisi, Jordanian king meet in Washington on regional 
developments, peace process

President Abdel Fattah El-
Sisi exchanged views with King 
Abdullah II of Jordan, during 
a meeting in Washington, on 
the latest developments on the 
regional arena and efforts to 
push forward the Middle East 
peace process. The two Arab 
leaders agreed to continue 
coordination between the two 
countries at the various levels 
on regional issues. At the start 
of the meeting, President Sisi 
congratulated the Jordanian monarch on the success of an Arab Summit Jordan hosted 
recently, voicing hope for following up the implementation of the summit resolutions 
in the interest of joint Arab action. The king hailed Sisi’s contribution to the success 
of the summit and expressed his country’s keenness on coordination and consultations 
with Egypt on all issues to reach solutions to the region’s crises. The meeting dealt with 
distinguished relations linking the two countries, the latest developments in the Middle 
East, as well as the peace process between the Palestinian and Israeli sides.

President Sisi meets with Jordanian King Abdullah II in Washington.
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US Senate hails Sisi’s leading role to save Egypt

US Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-Ky.) and President 
Pro Tempore Orrin Hatch (R) hailed 
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
as a successful leader who saved 
his country at a crucial stage and 
maintained security and stability 
of Egypt while fighting terror 
groups. The lawmakers made the 
remarks during a visit made by 
President Sisi to the Senate to 
discuss means of boosting ties. He 
held a meeting with Speaker of the 
US House of Representatives Paul 
Ryan to discuss means of boosting 
Egyptian-US relations and the 
developments in the Middle East. 
President Sisi affirmed keenness on 
enhancing the partnership between 
Egypt and the US to wider prospects 
in the coming period, especially 
in the parliamentary field, as 
one of the most important ways 
of strengthening relations at the 
official and popular levels.

Sisi also met with Chairman of the 
US House Intelligence Committee 
Devin Nunes on the Egyptian role 
in settling crises in the Middle 
East, as well as the country’s 
efforts to combat terrorism and to 
confront the threat of extremist 
organizations in the region at the 

military, security, intellectual and cultural levels. 
The President also met with House Foreign Affairs 
Committee Chairman Ed Royce and Chairman 
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
Bob Corker. During the meetings, Sisi reviewed 
Egypt’s anti-terrorism efforts, whether through 
launching a direct war on the terrorist groups in 
Sinai or by supporting efforts to resolve existing 
crises in the region. He called for developing a 
comprehensive international strategy in face of 
terrorism.

President Sisi in US Congress.
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The President also affirmed Egypt’s firm position on the need for preserving the 
unity of the national territories in each country, supporting its national institutions, 
and promoting a political solution among the various societal sectors as the only way 
to preserve the territorial integrity of these countries and preserve the capabilities of 
their peoples. He also stressed the need for a just and lasting solution to the Palestinian 
cause; a matter, if achieved, would provide a new reality in the region, and contribute 
to restoring the stability of the Middle East.

The President affirmed the importance of the US role in reviving the Middle East 
peace process. Sisi also briefed the senior Congressmen on the latest political and 
economic developments in Egypt, and the progress achieved in implementing the 
economic reform program, which aims to address the chronic economic challenges in 
Egypt. He added that the government managed to achieve major economic projects 
in a short period.

President Sisi’s meetings addressed efforts to renew religious discourse, aiming to 
reflect the spirit of moderate Islam. They also went over the government’s efforts to 
promote the spirit of citizenship, equality and co-existence.  In this regard, President 
Sisi said all Egyptians enjoy the same rights and have the same duties regardless of their 
religion.  He also reviewed the latest developments in Egypt. The President asserted 
Egypt’s keenness on promoting democratic values and protecting human rights. 

Egypt is exerting the utmost effort to achieve balance between respecting the human 
rights and freedoms of Egyptians and achieving the country’s stability and security, 
Sisi said. He stressed Egypt’s keenness on respecting the rule of law as well as the 
independence of the judiciary.

President Sisi with Chairwoman Rep. Kay Granger (Texas), Committee on Appropriations, US House of Representatives
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President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi held a meeting with Director of the US Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) Dan Coates on boosting bilateral cooperation in the 
field of intelligence sharing. President Sisi, during the meeting, voiced Egypt’s 
keenness on promoting cooperation with the United States in all fields, particularly 
in the intelligence-sharing ones. He added that Egypt is keen on developing 
strategic ties with the United States and working together to fight off common 
challenges, including the danger of terrorism. He also voiced hope that his first visit 
to Washington and his successful meeting with US President Donald Trump will 
return Egyptian-US ties to the right path. The President stressed that promoting 
cooperation and coordination between the two countries will shore up efforts to 
restore peace and stability in the Middle East region.

During their meeting, the CIA chief asserted his keenness on boosting existing 
coordination and cooperation with Egypt in the coming stage, particularly in light of 
Egypt’s key role as the main pillar of peace and stability in the Middle East. Coates 
also hailed genuine efforts exerted by Egypt to fight terrorism and extremism, 
stressing the importance of boosting bilateral cooperation in the intelligence field 
in the coming stage. The two sides also discussed pushing forward regional and 
international efforts to fight terrorism.

Sisi, CIA chief discuss information sharing

President Sisi with CIA Director Dan Coates.
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President Sisi meets John McCain in Washington
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 

held a meeting with Chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Armed 
Services Senator John McCain and 
Sen. Lindsey Graham. During the 
meeting, President Sisi asserted 
keenness on re-activating strategic 
relations with the US.  Sisi voiced 
hope his visit to Washington would 
have positive results for Egypt and the 
US. The President eyes establishment 
of constant contact with the Congress 
leaders to keep them updated with 
the latest developments. During their meeting, they exchanged views on files of 
mutual interest and efforts exerted by Egypt to fight terror groups. Also, they 
discussed reform plans set by the government in Egypt. The Senator hailed as 
positive President Sisi’s visit to Washington. 

Sisi, US senator Ted Cruz discuss fighting terrorism
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 

discussed with US Senator Ted Cruz, 
a member of the Senate’s Committee 
on Armed Services, Egypt’s efforts on 
fighting terrorism. Receiving Cruz 
at his residence in Washington, Sisi 
elaborated that the high price all the 
Egyptians paid to combat terrorism, 
jeopardizing not only Egypt but 
the whole region and the world. 
The meeting also touched on the 
regional and international issues, as 
Sisi expounded Egypt’s efforts in settling the existing regional crises, supporting the 
states’ national institutions in support of peoples and sovereignty of each country. 
The vacuum ensued from the regional instability encouraged and supported the 
spillover of the terrorist organizations, Sisi said.

The President praised Cruz’s supportive stance toward Egypt, stressing the 
importance of the Egyptian-US ties in various fields. Cruz hailed Sisi’s continued 
keenness on keeping in touch with congress leaders and members. The senator 
also commended the president’s decisive stances and his courageous leadership 
against terrorism.

President Sisi with US Senator John McCain.

President Sisi with US Senator Ted Cruz.
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President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
visited the premises of the US 
Chamber of Commerce where 
he met with President and CEO 
Thomas J. Donohue and President 
and CEO of the Egypt-US Business 
Council John Christmann along 
with heads and directors of 12 
major US companies.

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi stressed 
that strategic relations between Egypt and 
the United States for over four decades 
were the core of his talks with US President 
Donald Trump. Addressing a meeting of 
US Chamber of Commerce leaders at the 
Chamber’s headquarters, the President 
said he sensed during the talks identical 
views on the need to enhance cooperation 
between the two countries at all levels 
and to work together to confront common 
challenges. Egyptian-US cooperation has 
always been one of the axes of security and 
stability in the Middle East. “Today, our 
region needs more of this cooperation to 
reach our common goals,” he said.

Addressing the US Chamber of 
Commerce meeting, President Sisi said “At 
first, I would like to express my pleasure 
for being here today at the US Chamber 
of Commerce, one of the centers of the 
US business society and a key partner 
of Egypt’s in the economic field with all 
its aspects for long years. I would like to 

Egypt looking forward to enhancing  
economic, trade relations with US

thank all the chamber’s officials, mainly 
President and CEO Thomas J. Donohue, 
for the warm welcome and standing 
constructive cooperation.”

“I would like to express my pleasure for 
meeting with such a distinguished group of 
representatives of the US business society 
who are interested in working with Egypt 
and my keenness to meet with them during 
my visits to the United States whether in 
New York or Washington in order to directly 
communicate with them as I believe in 
the important role played by the private 
sector in general and the US Chamber 
of Commerce in particular in supporting 
economic cooperation between Egypt and 
the United States,” the President added.

He referred to strategic relations 
between Egypt and the United States for 
over four decades, saying they were the 
core of his talks with President Donald 
Trump at the White House today. “I sensed 
identical views as regards the need to 

President Sisi with Thomas J. Donohue. 
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enhance cooperation between the two 
countries at all levels and to work together 
to confront common challenges. Egyptian-
US cooperation has always been one of the 
axes of security and stability in the Middle 
East. Today our region needs more of this 
cooperation to reach our common goals,” 
the President said.

“The political changes witnessed by 
Egypt over the past six years have added 
huge burdens on the Egyptian economy 
and therefore I have always given great 
attention to restoring political and security 
stability and fixing economic faults. As 
you all know, Egypt has completed all its 
democratic dues and the Egyptian street 
has restored stability and security. We are 
currently implementing a serious economic 
reform program in cooperation with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
taking tangible steps toward providing an 
atmosphere attractive to investment. This 
has recently encouraged the private sector 
to increasingly direct its investments,” the 
President added.

“Being aware of the size of economic 
challenges, the comprehensive economic 
reform program adopted by Egypt is based 

on four axes. The first is general financial 
policies. It aims to reduce the public debt 
and the budget deficit. The second is 
monetary policies which aim at boosting the 
performance of the foreign currency market 
and reducing rates of inflation. The third 
axis is the social protection policies which 
aim at enhancing the subsidies system and 
social protection programs and networks. 
The fourth axis is the structural reforms 
which aim to lure investment and provide 
an attractive atmosphere to it, along with 
fighting corruption,” he added.

“To implement this program a number of 
unprecedented economic reform decisions 
were taken. In November 2016, the Central 
Bank of Egypt liberated the Egyptian 
pound exchange rate, which was a step that 
helped provide needs of foreign currency 
of companies operating in Egypt, increase 
the foreign currency reserve and improve 
Egypt’s credit rating. This coincided with the 
government’s partial lifting of fuel subsidies 
to rationalize the system of subsidies which 
added burdens to the state budget without 
reaching the needy. A package of tax reform 
measures were also implemented with the 
aim of setting up stable and transparent tax 

President Sisi visits the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.
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policies. This included issuing a number of 
legislations, mainly the VAT law,” he said.

“Egypt pays great attention to 
encouraging investment as the government 
takes necessary measures to tackle any 
obstacles impeding the work of the 
private sector and foreign investors. This 
included the establishment of the Supreme 
Investment Council led by the president, 
issuing a new investment law very soon 
and promoting the investment services 
system to facilitate measures for investors. 
The government is keen on amending laws 
on competitiveness and monopoly and 
encouraging micro, small and medium-
sized enterprises,” he added.

“The government is highly interested 
in the contribution of the private sector 
in development through participation in 
implementing national mega projects, 
mainly the Suez Canal axis development. 
This will make it an international center for 
navigation, logistic services and industry, 
being a passage between the East and the 
West,” he added.

“The private sector also participates 
in the 1.5-million-feddan reclamation 
project, which aims to increase agricultural 
land by around 20%, and the establishment 
of a number of new cities including the new 
administrative capital in order to increase 
urban area by around 5% by 2030,” he said.

“The government is also exerting great 
efforts to develop the national roads network 
and diversifying energy resources to include 
expansion of renewable energy and the 
establishment of new energy stations along 
with other long-term development projects, 
such as the golden triangle that includes 
setting up mineral industries centers and 
international tourist areas. The area, which 
stretches around 9,000 square meters, will 
provide around 500,000 job opportunities 
and attract investments,” he added.

“Egypt also seeks to develop giant natural 
gas findings and multiply natural gas 
production gradually by mid-2019,” he said.

“We are well aware that what has been 
accomplished so far is only a few steps in 
a long and tough road. However, we are 
committed to completing our efforts to 
reach a comprehensive economic reform 
and place Egypt in the status it deserves 
on the international trade and economy 
map regardless of the difficult measures,” 
he added.

The president referred to the Egyptian 
people, saying “they have shown awareness 
and responsibility during the past period 
and bore the consequences of economic 
decisions bravely and patiently despite 
the added burdens. This great people has 
proven deep awareness of the importance 
of such measures in order to place Egypt 
on the right track,” he said.

“I am sure you will be among supporters 
of economic reform in Egypt, given relations 
between Egypt and the United States 
which are considered the main element 
of strategic partnership. We are moving 
steadily until we reach our goals and give 
the Egyptian citizens the better future they 
deserve,” he added.

Statement by President Sisi at meeting with leaders of US 
Chamber of Commerce.
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WB chief seeks more cooperation with Egypt

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi started his visit to Washington with a meeting 
with World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim. Sisi expressed appreciation 
during the meeting for the WB efforts to support Egypt at all levels through 
development projects and technical assistance. Egypt sees the WB as a strategic 
development partner. The WB chief asserted the bank’s keenness on continuing 
programs of cooperation with Egypt and promoting frameworks of consultation 
and coordination between the two sides. He hailed the progress Cairo achieved in 
a short period and serious reforms taken to address shortcomings of the Egyptian 
economy and to improve the business atmosphere and take measures required to 
lure more foreign investments to the country. The President reviewed during the 
meeting the progress achieved in implementing development projects in Egypt, 
the economic reform program applied by the government and its positive results 
including an increase in the foreign reserve of the Central Bank of Egypt. The 
results include also a rise in Egyptian exports and a cut in imports in addition to 
more state revenues. The President asserted that Egypt will keep implementing 
the economic reforms and achieve planned growth rates.

President Sisi with WB Chief Jim Yong Kim.
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President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi voiced appreciation for the fruitful cooperation between 
the Egyptian government and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The remark 
was made at his meeting with Director of the IMF Christine Lagarde. The President 
also confirmed Egypt’s keenness on maintaining cooperation with the IMF especially 
in the technical support domain, voicing hope that the IMF would support Egypt in the 
fields of sustainable development and expanding social protection programs for the 
low-income segments and the most-in-need people of Egypt.

The President underlined that the government will continue implementing the 
economic reform program. Meanwhile, he lauded the Egyptian people for their patience 
and understanding that the recent economic decisions, despite their difficulty, were 
necessary for handling the chronic problems of the Egyptian economy. President 
Sisi further asserted that the government is working to create an atmosphere which 
is attractive to foreign investments with a view to increasing the growth rates and 
minimizing unemployment along with reducing the public debt.

For her part, the IMF chief lauded the recent brave economic decisions that were 
adopted by the Egyptian government to handle structural imbalances in the national 
economy.  She also hailed the economic reform measures that were adopted by the 
government confirming meanwhile the IMF’s keenness on maintaining cooperation with 
Egypt and extending all required support for rendering the economic reform program 
a success.

IMF committed  to rendering Egypt’s 
economic reform program a success

Sisi meets with Lagarde in Washington, D.C, April 5, 2017. 
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President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi  
met with Marillyn Hewson, the CEO 
of Lockheed Martin. He lauded 
the warplane builder company’s 
contribution to providing Egypt’s needs 
of warjets, their spare parts and required 
equipment, in addition to cooperation 
with regard to technical training. For her 
part, Hewson appreciated the level of 
cooperation maintained between Egypt 
and her company over the past years, asserting the company’s keenness on enhancing 
cooperation in the near future.

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi met 
in Washington with Jeff Immelt, the 
CEO of General Electric company. The 
meeting highlighted Egypt’s keenness 
on cooperation with all US companies in 
all fields, lauding the long experience of 
General Electric in the Egyptian market. 
President Sisi reviewed the legislative 
and administrative measures taken by 
the government to ease measures for foreign investors seeking to do business in Egypt, 
asserting the State’s eagerness to lure more investments in the various sectors.

For his part, Immelt voiced General Electric’s keenness to expand its activities in 
Egypt, especially in light of promising opportunities in a number of fields. He praised the 
economic measures taken by Cairo with the aim of improving the business environment 
in the country. 

US companies affirm keenness on 
cooperation with Egypt

Sisi meets CEO of Lockheed Martin

Sisi meets chairman of General Electric company
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Egyptian ministers of investment, trade, 
finance meet with US commerce secretary 

on sidelines of Sisi's visit to US

Minister of Investment and 
International Cooperation Sahar Nasr, 
Minister of Trade and Industry Tarek 
Qabil and Minister of Finance Amr el-
Garhy met with US Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross on the sidelines of the visit 
of President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi to the 
US. The meeting took up means to boost 
economic cooperation between Egypt 
and the US in the sectors of investment, 
trade and industry, according to the 
statement of the Ministry of Investment 
and International Cooperation.

During the meeting, Nasr asserted 
that Egypt took tangible steps to provide 
an investment-attracting atmosphere, 
adding that Egypt works on encouraging 
investment as the government takes 
the necessary measures to handle 
hindrances facing the private sector 
and the foreign investors. Meanwhile, 

Minister of Trade and Industry Tarek 
Qabil necessitated pushing forward 
the bilateral economic cooperation 
frameworks to serve the Egyptian and 
US economists. The ministers reviewed 
the economic reform program which is 
based on four axes including the axis 
of public financial policies, the axis of 
currency policies, the axis of protection 
policies and the axis of structural 
reform, adding that these axes aim at 
decreasing the public debt and budget 
deficit, increasing market efficiency 
and encouraging investments. On the 
other hand, Ross said that his country is 
looking forward to promoting economic 
relations with Egypt in the coming 
stage along with increasing trade and 
investment exchange for the interest of 
both peoples, adding that Egypt is an 
important partner to the US.
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Egypt trade min., US commerce 
secretary discuss fostering 
economic cooperation

Trade Minister Tareq Qabil 
discussed in a meeting with US 
Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross ways 
of cementing economic cooperation 
and the possibility of increasing trade 
exchange rates and joint investment 
projects during the coming phase. 
During the talks, Qabil and Ross 
have asserted the importance of 
pushing forward bilateral economic 
cooperation, as the two countries could 
benefit from the available enormous 
commercial and investment potential.

Also, the two officials have called 
for removing all obstacles to the inter-
trade movement and stepping up the 
presence of US trade and investment 
missions in the Egyptian market, which 
in turn could help raise the volume of 
trade exchange. Furthermore, the two 
sides have reviewed the possibility 
of reducing the percentage of the 
Israeli component from 10.5% to 8% 
in the products exported to the US, 
which comes as part of the Qualifying 
Industrial Zones (QIZ).

Qabil and his US counterpart 
touched on the possibility of adding 
new agricultural products to the list of 
Egyptian agricultural goods exported 
to the US, including green beans, 
mangoes and pepper. The two ministers 
urged the acceleration of finalizing 
technical procedures in this regard, as 

well as revising measures taken by the 
National Transportation Safety Board 
on Egyptian commercial shipments 
and lifting Egypt’s name from the 
Watch List in the 2016 Special 301 
Report. The report defines foreign 
countries that deny adequate and 
effective protection of intellectual 
property rights (IPR).  Qabil and Ross 
have underlined the importance of 
reviving the joint Egyptian-US council 
for trade.

For his part, Ross stressed that his 
country is keen to bolster the strategic 
partnership with Egypt in different 
domains and at all levels, especially 
in light of the strong ties binding the 
two states. The US official demanded 
resuming talks on the Trade and 
Investment Framework Agreement 
(TIFA), which in turn could facilitate 
the bilateral trade and investment 
movement. The US is willing to sign 
more bilateral deals to make great 
leap in the trade exchange rates, Ross 
noted. He called on the Egyptian side 
to allow US companies to participate 
in tenders announced by the Egyptian 
government, which could encourage US 
companies to increase their presence 
in the Egyptian market during the 
coming period.

Economic ties topped agenda 
of Sisi-Trump meeting

Minister of Investment and 
International Cooperation Sahar Nasr 
said the meeting between President 
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Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and US President 
Donald Trump focused on economic 
relations. Nasr said the two presidents 
reviewed means to boost economic 
cooperation during their meeting at 
the White House. Trump asserted that 
he will support Egypt’s economy and 
its reform program through the US’s 
voting rights at international financial 
organizations and through luring more 
investments into the country in the 
petroleum, information technology, 
communications and agricultural 
cooperation domains, Nasr affirmed.  
Also, Trump said economic stability is a 
key to the stability of the region and that 
Egypt plays a key role in this regard, 
she added. The US President sees 
many investment opportunities in 
Egypt given its huge market and 
its population of 90 million, the 
minister said. 

Nasr, OPIC chairman discuss 
US investments in Egypt

Investment and International 
Cooperation Minister Sahar 
Nasr met with Chairman of the 
US Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation (OPIC) Dev Jagadesan 
on the sidelines of the official visit 
by President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
to Washington. The two officials 
tackled steps taken by the Egyptian 
government to lure US companies 
to pump investments into the 
Egyptian market in the coming 
period. The Egyptian government 

has taken serious steps to overcome 
obstacles facing the private sector and 
foreign investors in Egypt, Nasr said. 
The new investment law will be issued 
soon, she said, adding that her ministry 
coordinates with other ministries to 
draw up an investment map for Arab 
and foreign businessmen.

Jagadesan, for his part,voiced his 
corporation’s keenness on pumping new 
investments into the Egyptian market in 
the coming period. He further praised 
the visit by President Abdel Fattah El-
Sisi to the US, saying that it comes as 
part of Washington’s efforts to increase 
economic cooperation with Egypt.

  

Nasr with OPIC Chairman Dev Jagadesan.
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Sisi, US treasury secretary review Egypt’s 
vision for development

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi met with US Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin. 
Sisi reviewed Egypt’s vision for development, which is based on carrying out 
major development projects to increase economic growth rates and provide job 
opportunities for the youth, in addition to stimulating local and foreign investments. 
The President also posted the US minister on the investment opportunities available 
in the Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCZone), expressing his keenness that US 
companies increase their investments in Egypt. The two sides agreed that they would 
continue coordination and consultation with the aim of promoting Egyptian-US 
cooperation in the economic and financial fields. President Sisi, in this regard, lauded 
Washington’s stance in support of Cairo during negotiations with the International 
Monetary Fund in order to help Egypt implement its economic reform program.

On that score, the President spoke of Egypt’s decision to float its currency and 
its positive impacts on the increase of foreign reserves and cutting trade deficit. 
Meanwhile, the US minister affirmed the importance of US-Egyptian relations, 
noting that Washington seeks to boost them in all domains. Mnuchin also hailed 
the progress achieved by Egypt in its economic reform program. 

President Sisi with US Treasury Secretary .



25

Meetings with Egyptian Community & US Figures

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi met with 
representatives of the Egyptian community 
in Washington. The President asserted 
at the meeting that the Egyptian State 
is very much interested in its expatriate 
citizens as they are an extension of the 
homeland and its ambassadors abroad. 
He underlined the necessity of the role of 
Egyptian expatriates in conveying a true 
picture of the developments in Egypt. 
He also highlighted the importance of 
their contribution to efforts for achieving 
a comprehensive development in Egypt 
through transferring the experience they 
have acquired while working abroad.

The President expounded challenges 
facing Egypt in the current stage. He also 
highlighted efforts exerted at all levels for 

fighting terrorism. The President asserted that 
the State is working to achieve full equality 
among all citizens steering away from any 
discrimination on the basis of religion. There 
is no difference between a Muslim and a 
Christian, said the President, pointing out 
that all have the same rights and duties within 
a framework that is holding high the principles 
of citizenship and coexistence.

The President reviewed recent economic 
reform efforts in Egypt, indicating that 
although the economic situation is difficult, 
the progress that was achieved is leading to 
optimism. Recent economic decisions that 
are related to floating the exchange rate of 
the pound against the US dollar placed the 
national economy on the right track, added 
the President.

Sisi in meeting with Egyptian community in Washington:

Recent economic decisions placed  national 
economy on the right track
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In his meeting with leading US figures,
Sisi: Cairo will continue to work on achieving reforms 
in all fields

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
highlighted the importance of 
Washington’s role in settling current 
issues in the Middle East. The comment 
was made during the President’s 
meeting in Washington with a number 
of leading US figures, including 
several politicians, former military 
men, notable think tanks and heads 
of Jewish-American organizations. At 
the beginning of the meeting, President 
Sisi highlighted that Egyptian-US 
relations are strategic, voicing hope 
they would be boosted on the basis 
of mutual cooperation and respect 
in a way that effectively contributes 
to achieving peace and stability in 
the Middle East. This will serve the 
best interests of the peoples of both 
countries, the President  said.

President Sisi said talks with his US 
counterpart Donald Trump reflected a 
desire by both sides to restore strong 
relations and launch a new partnership. 
He reviewed the developments in Egypt 
over the past few years, asserting 
that Cairo will continue to work on 
achieving reforms in all fields and at all 
levels. While implementing the various 
reform programs, Egypt recognizes the 
big challenges facing it and the whole 
region, especially terrorism, Sisi said. 
He reviewed Egypt’s anti-terrorism 
efforts as well as steps taken by the 
Egyptian religious establishment to 
correct the religious discourse as part 
of a war on extremist thoughts. The 
State is keen on preserving the national 
textile industry, preventing any attempt 

to harm it, and promoting a culture of 
tolerance, acceptance of others and 
peaceful coexistence, Sisi said.

The Middle East faces two main 
challenges; namely terrorism and the 
weakness of national institutions, Sisi 
told his audience, noting that both shall 
be dealt with simultaneously. Egypt’s 
stances on regional issues, especially 
Syria and Libya, are based on a number 
of values, topped by preserving the 
concept and entity of a national state 
and helping prevent the collapse of its 
institutions which would lead to more 
division, Sisi said. Regional crises 
cannot be resolved militarily, Sisi said, 
adding that a political settlement of 
issues shall be opted for as a sole way. 
As for the Palestinian cause, Sisi said it 
will continue to be pivotal for regional 
security and stability, asserting the 
presence of a real opportunity to achieve 
peace at the current stage.  President Sisi 
asserted Egypt’s keenness on enhancing 
Egyptian-US relations at the popular 
level as well as the role of Al-Azhar and 
the Coptic Church in the US.
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Media & Press Coverage

On the heels of his meeting with 
President Donald Trump, Fox News 
exclusively interviewed President Abdel 
Fattah El-Sisi. Bret Baier sat down with 
President Sisi to discuss the meeting, 
Egypt’s economy, the state of the Middle 
East among other topics in  TONIGHT on 
“Special Report” . President Sisi spoke 
about Russia’s involvement in Syria and 
interests in the Middle East. “Many 
things over the last four years occurred 
and caused many, many problems,” Sisi 
said. “That’s a fact. The region is paying a 
very heavy price for that, not just Syria. 
The entire region is paying that price.”

He also spoke about Egypt’s 
relations with President Obama and 
now President Trump. Sisi said that he 
had some concerns about the Obama 
administration’s policies, and it is 
already a very different relationship 
with President Trump, stressing  it is 
important to be on the same page to face 
our shared challenges in the region.

Sisi told Fox News’ Bret Baier in 
an exclusive interview that President 
Trump has a “true understanding” of 
the realities in the Middle East when it 
comes to terrorism, drawing an apparent 

contrast with the policies of the Obama 
administration. Sisi also described Trump 
as a “unique personality” and said he 
had “every confidence of unprecedented 
success” for the American president.  

“There is a true understanding of 
realities in the region,” Sisi said, when 
asked about changes under the new 
administration. “And there is seriousness 
and responsible actions in facing 
extremism and terrorism in the region. 
And that’s a wonderful thing indeed. 
“There is nothing better than to counter 
evil,” he said. 

Sisi told Fox that Trump had “promised 
to support Egypt ... and I trust his 
promise. “When asked by Baier about his 
perception as a strongman, Sisi pointed 
out that Egypt has “93 million [people] 
in a region that is very unstable ... [with] 
ideas and elements that are extremist 
living in our society.”

The Egyptian leader denied that he had 
dictatorial ambitions. “[I] have four years, 
and if the people accept me, maybe four 
more, and there’s no third chance,” he 
told Baier. “There is true change in Egypt 
and the Egyptian people will not accept 
to have a president against their will.”

Sisi to Fox News: 
Trump had “promised to support Egypt ... 

and I trust his promise
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Sisi’s US 
visit makes 
headlines in 
world media

The Egyptian-US summit held between Presidents Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Donald Trump 
was highlighted in the US  and international media outlets. Trump pledged “strong backing” 
for the Egyptian president as the two held private White House meetings at the start of a 
week of high-stakes international diplomacy, according to the Los Angeles Times.  

 “US President Donald Trump on Monday 
welcomed Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
El Sisi to the White House for a meeting 
that signaled a new approach to the Middle 
East regional power after years of tension 
between the countries during the Obama 
administration”, the Financial Times 
reported. USA Today headline read “Like a 
phoenix, Egypt economy is rising from ashes”. 
USA Today paper reported on its website that 
several categories of the Egyptian society are 
benefiting from an unexpected turnaround 
in Egypt’s long-suffering economy. “Those 
demands are helping Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah El Sisi — who visited US 
President Donald Trump at the White House 
on Monday — sweep out decades of dust 
in Egypt’s state-dominated economy and 
spur new businesses,” the paper said. “ 
A meeting between US President Donald 
Trump and Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
El Sisi at the White House on Monday 
focused in relationship with Cairo shifts 
toward security matters,” The Wall Street 
Journal.  “Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
El Sisi’s visit to President Trump signals 
the restoration of the close US-Egyptian 
relations that have been a key pillar of US 
policy toward the Middle East for four and 

half decades. The United States has an 
abiding interest in a stable, prosperous and 
well-governed Egypt, and Egyptians have 
an interest in close relations with the United 
States’ government, economy and society,” 
according to The National Interest.
Sisi’s visit to US turning point in 
bilateral relations

International media outlets have 
highlighted the arrival of President Abdel 
Fattah El-Sisi to Washington on his first 
visit to the US after President Donald Trump 
assumed office. Sky News also highlighted 
Sisi’s visit to the US with a headline reading 
“Sisi to hold important economic meetings 
in the US”. The network pointed out that 
the economic file will figure high on the 
agenda of the Egyptian president’s talks 
in the US. Under the title of “Sisi’s visit to 
Washington..a new start for the Egyptian-
American relations, Russia Today channel 
highlighted the remarks of Egyptian 
Ambassador to Washington Yasser Reda 
on the importance of the visit and how it 
can serve the thorny Arab and international 
relations.  Egypt’s president beat all other 
world leaders to the punch when he became 
the first to call Donald Trump to congratulate 
him on his election, Bloomberg reported.
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Egypt-US Relations 

For decades, relations between Egypt and the United States have been 
grounded in a mutual commitment to goals that we share because they are 
vital for advancing peace, prosperity and stability in the Middle East.

Today, Egypt and the United States 
are economic and security partners, 
working together to develop the region 
and defeat the shared threat posed by 
global terrorist networks. Egypt remains 
a force for stability and moderation at 
a time when large parts of the Middle 
East and North Africa are experiencing 
unprecedented security challenges.

And given growing global threats and 
Egypt’s strategically critical location, 
Egypt-U.S. relations are more important 
than ever. During his first United 
Nations General Assembly as President, 
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi was only one of 
three heads of state or government to 
have a formal bilateral meeting with 
U.S. President Barack Obama and they 
both reasserted the importance of the 
relationship. President El-Sisi called 
the strategic partnership “a stable and 

strategic one” while President Obama 
said “the U.S.-Egyptian relationship 
has been an important cornerstone of 
our security policy and our policy in the 
Middle East for a very long time.”

Egypt has long been among the United 
States’ most reliable and influential 
allies. Egypt’s regional leadership, 
skilled and educated population and 
geo-strategic location render it an 
invaluable partner in advancing a broad 
range of U.S. interests.

The two countries first established 
diplomatic relations in 1922, following 
Egypt’s independence from protectorate 
status under the United Kingdom. With 
the signing of the 1979 Egypt-Israel 
Peace Treaty, Egypt and the United 
States established a special economic 
and military assistance relationship. 
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Since then, Egypt and the United States 
have engaged in consistent collaborative 
efforts to expand commercial ties, 
increase foreign direct investment, 
ensure safe transit through the Suez 
Canal, modernize the Egyptian military 
and fight terrorism. Just one indication 
of this unique bilateral relationship 
came in 2009 when President Obama 
chose Cairo University as the venue for 
his historic address to the Muslim world.

Egypt and the United States 
share a common understanding that 
implementing solutions to persistent 
challenges in the Middle East requires 
continuing and further strengthening 
cooperation between our nations. Put 
simply, an economically strong and 
politically stable Egypt is critical to 
achieving U.S. goals as well as those of 
America’s allies in the region.
A Strategic Ally

Because of its regional influence and 
geographic location, Egypt is America’s 
key partner on shared goals of peace 
and stability throughout the Middle 
East, North Africa and beyond. The two 
countries maintain close military-to-
military relations, predicated on the 
shared view that a strong and modern 

Egyptian military contributes to regional 
stability. The U.S.-Egypt relationship 
has also grown to include cooperation 
on counter-terrorism, the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process, peacekeeping 
operations in Africa, deepening regional 
economic integration and other shared 
endeavors.
A Partner in Peace

The 1979 Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty 
has been a crucial foundation for all 
subsequent efforts toward broader 
peace in the Middle East. Continued 
Egypt-U.S. collaboration is integral to 
further progress on Israeli-Palestinian 
peace. Former secretary of state John 
Kerry praised Egypt’s “pivotal role” 
in fostering a long-term ceasefire 
between Israel and Hamas following 
weeks of bloodshed in Gaza in 2014. 
Egypt subsequently hosted a donors 
conference raising over $5 billion for 
reconstruction efforts.’

Elsewhere, Egypt is proud to participate 
in eight United Nations peacekeeping 
operations out of the 15 operations 
currently underway worldwide, with 
a total of 2,613 personnel. Egypt is 
ranked 10th among the international 
contributors to peacekeeping operations 
key to international stability.
A Partner Against Terrorism

As one of the nations on the front line 
of the regional war on terrorism, Egypt is 
America’s key partner on shared goals of 
security, peace and stability throughout 
the Middle East, North Africa and 
beyond. With deadly extremism on the 
rise, both nations face unprecedented 
security challenges.

Strong security ties between Egypt 
and the United States enhance the 
campaign against global terrorism, 

President Sisi with former US state secretary John Kerry .
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increasing the collective security of 
both nations.

As coalition partners against the 
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS), 
Egypt is working with the United States 
and the international community to 
provide intelligence, cut off sources 
of terrorist funding and recruitment, 
and utilize Egypt’s esteemed religious 
institutions to discredit extremists and 
promote moderation and tolerance. 
Senior Egyptian officials participate 
in coalition meetings around the 
world to better coordinate strategy 
and operations. And President El-Sisi 
is leading the Arab world in evoking 
a new dialogue to confront fringe 
extremism. He has called on the nation’s 
leading clerics to reinforce the tolerant 
teachings of Islam and reject radicalism, 
undercutting one of the root causes of 
terror.

The U.S. also provides critical support 
to Egypt in the campaign to defeat ISIS 
and al Qaeda-linked terrorists in the 
Sinai Peninsula. As a State Department 
spokesperson stated in the wake of one 
of Egypt’s deadliest terror attacks in 
decades, the U.S. “continues to support 
the Egyptian government’s efforts 

to counter the threat of terrorism in 
Egypt as part of our commitment to 
the strategic partnership between our 
two countries.” Additionally, the State 
Department has designated Ansar Bayt 
al-Maqdis, the deadliest terror group 
operating in Sinai, as a Foreign Terrorist 
Organization. The terror group recently 
pledged allegiance to ISIS, changing 
their name to Sinai Province in the 
process.

Central to this is ongoing U.S. military 
support. This includes the delivery of 
U.S.-made Apache helicopters essential 
to Egypt’s ongoing fight to against 
deadly terrorism that threatens innocent 
civilians and security forces on a daily 
basis. The Apaches are a strategically 
important piece of military equipment to 
the fight against terror groups operating 
in Egypt and aligned with ISIS. This 
fight has broad implications across the 
region and ongoing American military 
support to Egypt is a crucial component 
of the broader war against terror.

Today’s joint efforts to combat 
terrorism are built on decades of 
cooperation. Egypt is one of the founders 
of the global Counter Terrorism Forum, 
a multilateral counter terrorism (CT) 
platform that focuses on identifying 
critical civilian CT needs, mobilizing 
the necessary expertise and resources 
to enhance global cooperation. Egypt 
and the U.S. co-chair the working group 
on criminal justice and the rule of law. 
This joint leadership demonstrates the 
Forum’s commitment to combating and 
preventing terrorism with approaches 
that are compliant with the rule of 
law and international human rights 
obligations.

Egypt’s Ambassador in Washington DC Yasser Reda
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A Vital Market
The United States is Egypt’s largest 

single trading partner, with volume 
reaching $6.8 billion in 2013. Each 
year, Egypt expands and deepens its 
trade and investment relationship 
with the United States.

Bilateral exchanges underscored 
the renewed vitality of Egypt’s 
economy and the importance of 
ongoing economic cooperation. In 
October of 2014, former U.S. treasury 
secretary Jack Lew travelled to 
Egypt and announced a $200 million 
package to support Egypt’s economy. 
During his visit, Lew stressed the 
importance of the commercial 
relationship between our countries, 
stating that the “well-being of the 
Egyptian economy is an important 
US interest.” The following month, 
150 executives from nearly 65 major 
US companies travelled to Egypt and 
made history as part of the Chamber 
of Commerce’s largest international 
trade delegation.

Private sector engagement with 
U.S. government support will 
continue to be a vital component of 
our economic partnership for years 
to come. U.S. exports to Egypt grew 
25 percent in 2014. Egypt remains 
the third largest Arab market for 
U.S. goods and among the top 10 
foreign direct investors in Egypt. 
The largest American company doing 
business in Egypt, Houston, Texas’ 
Apache Corporation, has investments 
totaling over $10 billion. Other 
prominent American companies—
including Coca Cola, General Motors, 

Johnson & Johnson and Marriott, 
among others—consider Egypt a 
major regional business hub. Illinois’ 
Great Lakes Dredge and Dock 
Company was one of a select group 
of companies awarded a contract 
to help dredge a second channel in 
the Suez Canal. U.S. Government 
development agencies help facilitate 
public-private collaboration that 
allows US companies to enter or 
expand operations in a growing 
foreign market.

Egypt and the United States also 
are partners in liberalizing trade 
relations, including the inclusion 
of Egypt as a beneficiary country 
under the U.S. Generalized 
System of Preferences (GSP) and 
the establishment of Qualifying 
Industrial Zones (QIZs), which allows 
duty-free entry to manufactured 
goods combining Egyptian and 
Israeli components from designated 
industrial areas. Egypt and the 
United States finalized a Trade and 
Investment Framework Agreement 
(TIFA) in 1999. Approximately 37 
percent of Egypt’s trade with the 
U.S. is routed through Texas and 
Louisiana, and the Port of South 
Louisiana is the premier site for 
wheat and oilseed imports to Egypt.

Egypt’s exports to the United States 
are among the most diversified in the 
Middle East, including petroleum, 
apparel, fertilizers, chemicals 
and textiles. Egypt’s investments 
in the United States witnessed 
a significant boost in 2011 when 
Egyptian Orascom Construction 
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Industries (OCI) invested $1.8 
billion to create the Iowa Fertilizer 
Company (IFC). The plant is under 
construction and currently employs 
1,900 construction workers in rural 
Iowa, representing the single largest 
investment in the history of Iowa 
and creating in total roughly 2,500 
employment opportunities.

America’s Economic Support 
Funds are another pillar of our 
economic partnership, contributing 
to economic growth and supporting 
Egypt’s efforts to provide vital social 
services to our most vulnerable 
citizens.

A Dynamic Partnership
America’s strategic partnership 

with Egypt extends beyond 
diplomatic and commercial 
initiatives to encompass a wide range 
of educational and cultural initiatives 
that forge lifelong friendships from 
Los Angeles to Luxor.

U.S. agencies and Egyptian 
ministries frequently partner on 
sectoral projects, which include 
granting export access to the United 
States for Egypt’s expanding fruit and 
vegetable markets and forging new 
ties between Egyptian and American 
institutions of higher learning. The 
State Department’s largest exchange 
program, the International Visitor 
Leadership Program, sends dozens 
of Egyptians to the U.S. each year 
for two to three week professional 
tour of the United States.

Our nations also partner to preserve 

Egypt’s rich cultural heritage 
through organizations such as the 
Egyptian Antiquities Conservation 
Project, a collaboration between 
USAID and Egypt’s Supreme Council 
of Antiquities. The Government of 
Egypt and the International Coalition 
to Protect Egyptian Antiquities, 
based at The George Washington 
University in Washington, D.C., 
have also launched a public-
private partnership to combat 
cultural racketeering in Egypt. The 
collaboration aims to “harness the 
power of Western and Egyptian 
cultural and business leaders to 
protect Egyptian antiquities.”

Health and medical cooperation 
remains a top priority, yielding 
nearly $1 billion in U.S. investments 
in Egyptian health and wellness 
over the past three decades. The 
United States has also been a critical 
partner in Egypt’s renewed push 
for expanding polio vaccinations 
to prevent a return of the crippling 
disease.
Forging a Friendship for the Future

While based on twin pillars of 
security cooperation and economic 
collaboration, Egyptian-U.S. 
relations are diverse and deep, inspired 
by mutual cultural touchstones and 
a common on focus on heritage, 
history and global leadership. As 
the relationship continues to grow, 
new opportunities will continue to 
emerge, benefitting the people, 
industries and governments of both 
nations in important ways. 


